HISTORY OF DUNCAN

Name

The City of Dissioe has a
population of just under 5000, it
serves the Cowichan Valley which
has a population of 80,000 people.

The name Cowichan is an Engllsh
form of the Halkomelem Quwutsun

whichmeans "“i"ie wyaren o

The communlty is named after
W:iii.vn  Chalmers D e o

He arrived in Victoria in May RS
then in August of that year he was
one of the party of a hundred settlers
which Governor Douglas took to




Cowichan Bay. After going off on
several gold rushes, Duncan settled
close to the present city of Duncan.
He marned in 1876, and his son
Joannel . became the first mayor

I 'k

of Duncan There is a Kenneth
Street, as well as a Duncan Street, in

the city.
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Duncan s farm was named
Aidarian ., and this was the first

——

name of the settlement. “Duncan”
became the official name of the city

in 1912.

Downtown Duncan 1914

In the early 1900s, Duncan's Chinese
people had their own Chinatown.
Chinatown was concentrated in a
single block in Duncan. The city tore

the buuldlngs down in 1969 to build
the lav; couyl buildings.




Duncan s tourism slogan is "The City
of Tevierns " Thecity has 39
totem poles around the entire town.
Duncan has a large First Nations
community and is the traditional
home of the Cowichan Tribes, who
are the largest band among the
Coast Salish people. The Coast
Salish men and women of the
Cowichan Tribes are makers of the
world-famous Cowichan S =«




Forming was the flrst type of
work in the new settlement, followed
by lsagine . Copper minimag

on Mt Slcker also helped grow the
town.
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Duncan has the world's largest

icss hosoig o stick, officially
recognlsed by Guinness World
Records on July 14, 2008, which is
on display on the side of the local
arena. The stick was made for Expo
86 in Vancouver, and purchased by
the town of Duncan. Several NHL
players come from the Cowichan

area.

e Greg Adams, former NHL player Robin Bawa, former NHL player
» Doug Bodger, former NHL player Geoff Courtnall, former NHL player
» Russ Courtnall, former NHL player Matt Eliison, former NHL player



